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caste beliefs, but in the principle of profit-making,
of buying in the cheapest and selling in the

dearest market. Every instrument was seized upon
which could possibly be used to further the
economic interests of the nation, class, or individual,

and among such instruments obviously one of the
most powerful was the organised power of the
modern State* Politics became another name for
economics and the relation of the State to the
economic interests of citizens, according to this
new religion or philosophy, is shown by Chamber-
lain's belief, universally accepted and acted upon,
that 4I commerce is the greatest of all political
interests/1

About 1870 Europe had just become ripe for
economic imperialism* It already believed that
economic were the greatest of all interests and it
was slowly acquiring the belief that the power of
each state should be used in the world outside the
State to promote the interests of its own citizens
and against the interests of citizens of other States*
Two events combined to bring about the sudden
flowering and fruiting of these beliefs and desires
in the subjection of Asia and Africa to the economic
interests of Europe. Between 1870 and 1880 the
interior of Africa and its apparently inexhaustible